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-EXCLUSIVE: Rock star reveals the problems hampe_ring
his attempts to make our world safer-

Whatever
happened
to S’t/l_g S
rainforest

cash?

By JAMES
DAVlES

7| Environment Correspondent




OCK STAR Sting will]|

tonight face his tough- |

est audience yet — the

Indians of the Amazon

forest who want to
know where their money went. |
He does so with the words of |
Amazonia's Governor-elect, Gil- |
berto Mestrinho, rin§in in his |
ears . .. that despite all the high-
profile campaigning of the past
year the Indians have yet to';
receive a penny.

Last year | was with Sting at the
start of his courageous fight to
save the rainforests. With an area
the size of England and Wales
being burned each year, he had
just completed a world tour with
Chief Raoni, the plate-lipped head
of the Kayapo people, turning him
into the best known Indian on
earth.

Even then there were criti-
cisms. “The odd couple,” they
were called. And one Brazilian
general talked of “this melancholy
spectacle”. : i

But now Mestrinho and
others are raising new con-
cerns. Like what aﬂpened to
all the donations which have
helped swell the coffers of the
infant Rainforest oundation
to $1.2 million in just one

ar.

Before he flew to Brazil last
night, Sting talked of his “naivety”
about the camipaign and the curi-
ous characters who climbed on
the bandwagon.

E WAS at pains to
scotch any suggestion
that there had been
hands in the till. “To
suggest anyone made

off with the money is just not on.
That just did-not happen,” he
says. -

“And there is no justification
for what the Governor is saying. 1
just cannot believe he has talked
to anyone that mattered.”

So was Sting himself stung —
his crowd-pulling charisma used
in an ineffectual attempt to solve a
problem that was just 100 big?

“I think it was naive to expect

- miracles,” he says.

“The idea that you can collect
$1 million, hand it overtoa bunch
of Indians then walk awa made

no sense at all once I had found |

out what the situation was. It was
also totally wrong.

“The Indians have no expe:
rience of money and would
not know what to spend it on.
They would spend it on the
wrong things. [
He also readily concedes that in

those heady, early days when he
was Rambo in the Rainforest he
was saddled with some dubious
help.

“We certainly had a colourful
cast of characters,” he says. “The
jungle is full of interesting people
and it is pretty lawless on the
fringes.”

Which jungle were we talking
about — the tropical one or the
fund-raising circuit? “The Indians
are pretty interesting too,” he
says enigmatically.

“But there is no doubt we had
Eeople who were, for want of a

etter word, adventurers and that
does not work when you get this
kind of responsibility.”

TING adds: “They have

fallen by the wayside now

and thé people we have

on board, particularly on

the ground in Brazil, are
the best you could have. If they
can't make it work then no one
can.”

With Sting tonight in the
remote jungle clearing which is
Chief Raoni's village will be Larry
Cox, a 15-year veteran of working
with non-governmental organisa-
tions like Amnesty International.

Cox, an American, was
drafted in this year to counter
rumours that the Foundation
was in deep trouble and to
ﬁlivc it a professional edghe.

ext week in Sao Paulo he
plans to reveal all at a press
conference for the first time.

Sting himself confesses that
much of the criticism hurt.

“N. w I take the view that if it

nad nad any valdity it would have
destroyed fotally what we set out
to do. The fact that it hasn't says
everything."

He was embarrassed by the
fact that Belgian photogra-
pher Jean-Pierre Dutilleux,
the man who first introduced
him to the Indians, did not
hand over a penny of the
advance he received for the
book Jungle Stories which
they jointly produced.

“He said he was a working jour-
nalist who needed the money,”
says Stinﬁ. “I have to accept that. I
am a rich man.” But sales of the
book barely covered the advance.

Speaking at his elegant home in
Highgate, North London, Sting

man in thest‘reet"’ He sa

not for a project of this size
He is, however, concerned

the Foundation has publi'dly"'th?t

- - - i d |
it will aim for another $1 millio
in the next financial year. -
“I think that is goin '?t"
tough,” he says. gnnea _be

LSO acutely conscious
of the neecf for public
accmintabilitz, Sting
15:)15;1 £5 may be a drop
] e ocean when

are talking about saving )trgg
world’s tropical forests, but it is
not a drop in the ocean to the
:ts}on g}r'nll()t ave hit and it is abso-

y ri at they should
how it has been spgm. i

“What we are doing now is v
long term and very boring, h:ln:
m%‘ to educate them, giving mecri-
cal aid, ﬁl\_"lng them a stake in the
future. If it's Christmas and you
give an Indian a malaria pill it's
?c?(k ;gry %xciting. Nobody wants

w. But it" i
o ko it's what the Indian
“It's_no good showeri in
with gifts or making him ;nﬁgermgz |
nent beneficiary of endless hand-
outs. That would just destroy his
culture and his sense of worth.

One old guy in Raoni's village
asked me for a helicopter. I said to
Raoni: ‘You have got to explain’.

e

accepts too -that his sensational
rock concerts and stage-managed
meetings between Chief Raoni
and world figures like the Pope
and President Mitterrand raised
expectations ridiculously high.

_ “There was a certain amount of
inertia at the beginning when we

did not know how to find the right
people.” :

He adds: “Things like this just
don’t happen overnight. {Ve
walked into a vacuum and no one
had any idea what to do, and it
has taken us the best part of a
year to find out.”

Was he pleased by the fact that
more than $1 million had already
been raised? =

“It sounds a lot of money to the

- 1



Unfortunately Raoni's view of the
white man 1s that he says one
thing and means another.”

Have there ever been times when
Sting has just felt like walking
away? “Raoni asked me to helﬁ
and I said yes. Now I have to stic
to my guns,” he says. “Despite the
flak I never said: ‘Sod it, I have an
audience out there’. But I am a
singer and that is what I do for a
living, but it's not what I want for
evermore.”

Does he feel he has achieved
anything substantial? “We have
made an impact because we have
concentrated a lot of people’s
minds on the problem.

“But I agree, it is only the first
step on a very big mountain.”

This is his second visit to the
forests this year. This time he
hopes to meet Brazil's new Presi-
dent Fernando Collor.

“That would push things along
a bit. And I hear his wife is a fan,
he grins. “This is where being a
celebrity can sometimes unlock a
door that is closed to others.”
With Britain's Environ-
ment Secretary, Chris Patten,
telling a Commons commit-
tee only last week that the
rainforests of the world could
be wiped out in ten years,
Sting has an awful EJI of
doors to open.

This is my duty, says";,

E’S the milk-

man’s son who

left Newcastle

and became a
millionaire many times
over from his music.
She’s the girl from a
council estate near Bir-
mingham who worked in
Woolworths at week-
ends and always wanted
to act.

Today, Trudie Styler

and Sting have a spiri-
tual commitment to one
another, three small chil-
dren under seven, houses
in London and Los
Angeles and an apart-
ment in New York.
They enjoy member-
ship of a spectacularly

elite group of musicians
like Bruce Springsteen
and Paul Simon and

whenever Sting " simply
walks down a street the
reaction to him is
extraordinary.

The women wild.
This is Fame with a capi-
tal F and this pair fulfil
all the criteria laid down
for being a beautiful cou-

By LULU APPLETON

le. He is a handsome,
ean, fit 39-year-old, with
a voice huskier than
ever, who uses his dry
humour where others
would wear armour plat-
ing.

Blonde, down-to-earth,
34-year-old Trudie is the
exact opposite of what-
ever a bimbo is supposed
to be, in spite of wearing
a skirt so short it makes
your eyes water.

Wealth

Their London home is
fabulous, with its sump-
tuous and comfortable
large rooms, old pine-
panelled walls, endless
shelves of books, faded
carpets, comfortable
sofas and a welcoming
fire in the grate.

But in spite of their
wealth, Sting and Trudie
have promised to hel
their friends, the Brazil-
ian Indians.

On the money trarl

$640,000 has already been

OF THE $1.2 mi offer legal and medical

handed to Brazi
help, and help move
There were administ
been used t%ls;etﬁuptstru o
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upon whether t be a long and hard struggle,” he says.

live in them. “That is going to
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Trudie says: “These are
not faceless people living
thousands of miles away.
We like them and they
like us. We made them a
promise and you can’t
put that away lightly.

“Besides, .it matters
what we do to the world.
I want my Kkids to
breathe good air, to have
a healthier lpl:au:oa to live.
What would I say to
them in 20 years time
when they asked me
what 1 did about it?”

Since the Rainforest
Foundation was formed,
Trudie has spent time
each day working on it
when she’s in London.

“My father was a
packer and despatcher in
a lampshade factory, and
when I was younger we
used to dream about
what we’d do if we won
the pools.

“I can never lose sight
of who 1 really am, but I

Truae
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don't want to shove it
down -people’s throats
either,” she says. “I don’t
believe in the class sys-
tem, but I think my val-
ues are influenced by my
background and I've
never been able to shake
off my working-class
roots. .

“This cause just hap-
ened to us. We didn’t go
ooking for it and we

didn’t map out a
strategy. it
“After Sting and Raoni

completed their world
tour, we realised that we
had started sume(hinﬁ'
too big just to leave an
walk away. S

“Of course there are
lots of worthy causes,
and no mother.- can
watch children suffering
without feeling her
heartstrings tugged.

“ Sting is ve nerous
and gives to gl%iinds of
things, but if I had £3 bil-
lion, 1 would still feel
compelled to contribute
to society in some way. 1
see it as a duty.”

Cox admits that success will depend




